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could have been obtained. But this had been
neglected until Richelieu had strengthened the
garrison, and they were instructed, if driven out,
not only to lay the island waste, but to poison the
wells, that the English might derive no advantage
from its possession. Buckingham now attempted
to carry St. Martin's by^storm, but he was not suc-
cessful, and on the ijrth of November he ignomin-
iously abandoned his .undertaking and set sail for
England. Of the eight thousand men he Had
brought with Turn, only 'twelve hunjrecf "weFe^Kft"
besides the sick and wounded. " The King," said
Ricrlelieu, triumphantly, " saw his enemies fly in
shame before him to hide themselves in the caverns
of their island."

Buckingham's unfortunate expedition had in-
volved the Huguenot party in war with the Govern-
ment. The people of La Rochelle had at first
hesitated about forming a^Tdliance with the Eng-
lish -staunch as was their Protestantism, they were
equally staunch in their patriotism. But ambitious
leaders urged that this was the last opportunity for
deliverance; they decided to join forces, with those
who professed to come to their aid, and in this de-
cision they were followed by the entire Protestant
party of France.

Richj^iej^r^^
city and "by its capture to overthrow^ once^forjill,

the Protestant party as^
tics. The difficulties of the undertaking were great,
and he did not disguise them from his master, but
he advised him that now was an ogportunityj, whichthey. Re" was a barren island,
